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STAFF  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

19  66 


KEPI  CAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH:  - 

G.B.  Hopkins,  M.B.,  CH.B.,  B.Pharm.,  D.P.H. 

Holding  appointments  of :  - 

Senior  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer 
School  Medical  Officer 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  -  Vimborne  and  Cranbome  Rural  District 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  -  Vimborne  Minster  Urban  District 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  -  Borough  of  Blandford  Forum 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  -  Blandford  Rural  District 

Contributing  roughly: - 


Vimborne  and  Cranborne  Rural  District . l|r  days  per  week 

Vimborne  Minster  Urban  District. .  day  per  week 

Borough  of  Blandford  Forum .  %  day  per  week 

Blandford  Rural  District .  •§•  day  per  week 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR:  - 
W.R.  Chick,  M.A.P.H.I. ,  M.R.S.H. 
ADDITIONAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS: - 

F.  Boam. ,  M.A.P.H.I.,  M.R.S.H. 

M.D.  Benwell,  M.A.P.H.I.,  M.R.S.H. 
MEAT  INSPECTORS:  - 


A.  Holmes,  M.A.P.H.I. 

R.E.  Hargreaves,  M.A.P.H.I. 
N.  Jacobs,  M.A.P.H.I. 


Dr.  Noel  Pearson  of  the  North  Dorset  area  very  kindly  acts  as  my  Deputy  in 
an  honorary  capacity  during  my  holidays. 


3. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Health  Centre, 

Rowlands  Hill, 

Wimbome  Minster. 
Dorset. 


I  present  my  Annual  Report  for  1966. 


The  list  of  notifiable  diseases  provides  the  usual 
evidence  of  the  vast  strides  in  the  prevention  of  infectious  diseases  made  during 
recent  decades,  both  by  the  application  of  scientific  advances  in  the  sphere 
of  immunisation  and  by  advancement  in  social  circumstances.  Measles  is  now 
the  only  traditionally  notifiable  infectious  disease  of  note  which  presents  in 
large  numbers.  Little  use  has  been  made  of  the  new  vaccines  against  measles, 
partly  because  of  the  mild  court  -  the  disease  often  pursues  and  partly  because 
the  more  effective  live  vaccine  itself  produces  symptoms  of  very  mild  measles  in 
a  proportion  of  cases.  However,  measles  can  occasionally  still  be  rather 
vicious  and  one  feels  that  greater  use  is  destined  to  be  made  of  the  live 
vaccine  in  the  future.  There  is  at  present  no  intention  of  widespread 
administration  through  the  public  health  service. 


There  were  six  additions  to  the  tuberculosis  register, 
two  new  cases,  and  four  transferred  from  elsewhere.  One  of  the  new  cases,  for tune - 
ately  not  a  bad  one,  occurred  in  a  notorious  small  encampment,  the  days  of  which 
are  numbered,  and  some  energetic  follow  up  has  revealed  no  further  cases. 

Seven  cases  were  removed  from  the  register  as  cured.  This  step  is  never 
taken  lightly  .and  follows  years  of  careful  and  regular  supervision,  this 
explains  the  comparatively  large  numbers  on  the  register,  very  few  indeed 
being  infectious. 

1966  was  not  without  its  smallpox  scare,  this  time 
the  minor  form  of  smallpox,  which  though  not  the  killer  that  the  major  form  is, 
nevertheless  involves  the  same  effort  and  technique  to  eradicate.  We  know 
that  one  very  mild  case  sojourned  in,  and  travelled  through,  Dorset  while 
having  the  disease  but  not  a  single  case  of  infection  emerged  from  this. 

People  still  enjoy  Mediterranean  cruises,  involving  trips  ashore  in  North 
Africa,  without  being  vaccinated  and  one  is  bound  to  describe  this  as  anti¬ 
social  behaviour.  A  definite  risk  is  taken,  not  just  by  themselves,  but 


for 
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for  friends,  neighbours,  relatives  and  chance  contacts,  because  it  is  easily 


possible  to  be  back  home  in  England  before  symptoms  emerge.  Modern  air  travel 
makes  it  possible  to  return  to  this  country  within  the  incubation  period  of  any 
known  infectious  disease,  and  from  time  to  time  air  passengers  are  warned  that 
they  have  been  in  contact  with  a  suspicious  case  of  smallpox  and  necessitate 
action  through  the  public  health  services.  There  are  currently  known  to  the 
World  Health  Organisation  only  about  50,000  to  100,000  smallpox  cases  annually 
throughout  the  world  and  World  Health  Organisation  is  now  embarking  on  a 
programme  of  eradication  to  rid  the  world  for  ever  of  this  ancient  scourge. 

It  will  involve  about  1,790  million  vaccinations  in  ten  years! 

In  my  last  annual  report  I  referred  to  a  peak  number  of  deaths  from  lung 
cancer  and  it  is  with  regret  that  I  report  an  increase  of  three  in  19^6,  making 
22  in  all  and  a  rate  of  nearly  0.7  per  thousand.  This  is  an  urban  rate  despite 
the  fact  that  over  half  the  district  is  rural.  There  is  here  a  suggestion  of  some 
special  factor  overriding  what  one  would  expect  to  be  a  lower  rural  rate  and  I  have 
previously  hazarded  the  guess  that  this  is  due  to  a  selective  influx  of  moderately 
affluent  retired  persons  bringing  their  already  acquired  liability  to  lung  cancer 
with  them,  a  liability  acquired  from  exposure  to  a  smoky  atmosphere  largely  created 
in  their  own  immediate  environment  by  burning  tobacco.  It  is  obviously  not  a 
reflection  on  the  salubrity  of  the  district  but  rather  the  opposite,  the  local 
air  must  rank  high  in  purity.  Nineteen  of  the  twenty-two  cases  were  in  men, 
constituting  1+2%  of  male  deaths  from  all  forms  of  cancer.  The  comparable 
national  figure  was  397^.  It  may  be  that  we  are  destined  to  see  this  figure 
rise  to  50^,  a  macabre  but  not  fanciful  prophecy.  Six  of  the  22  deaths  were  in 
men  below  65  years  of  age. 

Reference  to  the  statistical  tables  on  causes  of  death  reveals  that  the 
largest  single  cause  was  due  to  coronary  disease,  which  claimed  70  men  and  48 
women,  nearly  one  third  of  the  total  deaths.  The  comparable  national  figure 
was  20%,  and  indeed  the  contrast  between  the  local  and  national  figures  merits 
elaboration  and  speculation. 

The  following  table  elaborates:- 


5.  DEATHS  FROM  CORONARY  DISEASE  -  WIMBORNE  AND  CRANBORNE  R.D.C. 

Dorset,  and  England and^Wales 
_exgr es s ed^  as t  percentage  of  total  deaths . 


Wimborne  and 

Cranborne 

R .  D .  C . 

Dorset. 

England  &  Wale 

Year. 

Male . 

Female 

Total. 

i960 

30 % 

28% 

29.5$ 

21.3# 

20# 

1965 

335? 

16% 

25.655 

20.75? 

20.6# 

1964. 

32$ 

18% 

26% 

20% 

19.65? 

1963 

2% 

10% 

20.L $ 

18.2% 

18.8# 

1962 

2 1$ 

W 

19.65? 

18.4# 

18.45? 

1961 

29.3 5? 

12 % 

16.2# 

18. 55? 

17.15? 

I960. 

21% 

1&% 

19.25? 

17.25? 

17.55? 

1959 

22 % 

10% 

17.095? 

16.7# 

16.1# 

1958 

22% 

10% 

17.2# 

15.55? 

1  /” 

-1-  O  4  v^v 

1957. 

18# 

10% 

15.2?? 

16.2# 

12.9# 

+  First  Nine  Months^  Only  . 


There  is  a  clear  upward  trend,  more  marked  locally,  especially  during 
the  last  three  years,  and  the  following  paragraphs  speculate 

Part  of  the  inflation  of  the  local  figures  reflects  the  higher 
age  structure  of  the  local  population,  hut  there  is  probably  a  genuine 
higher  incidence,  the  explanation  of  which  may  be  similar  to  that  put 
forward  above  for  the  high  lung  cancer  death  rate,  for  coronary  disease 
is  a  disease  of  affluence. 

Man  adapted  himself  to  his  environment  successfully  so  long 

as  his  environment  changed,  slowly  by  natural  phenomena  but  in  the  20th 
century  he  has  changed  his  environment  so  quickly  as  to  have  outpaced  his 
adaptive  capacities.  He  has  substituted  for  the  killers  which  he  has 
learnt  to  tame,  degenerative  diseases  which  are  currently  winning.  For 
example,  he  has  learnt  to  transport  ample  cuantitios  of  highly  refined 
foodstuffs,  such  as  sugar  and  white  flour  with  which  to  compose  very 
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attractive  low  bulk  and  high  calory  foodstuffs  and  at  the  same  time  to  live  a 
life  of  relative  leisure  and  lack  of  exercise  ,  probably  responsible  for  the 
remarkable  rise  in  the  present  century  of  diseases  such  as  coronary  artery  disease, 
diabetes  and  appendicitis.  The  availability  of  animal  fat  in  the  shape  of  meat, 
cheese,  eggs  and  butter  may  be  a  factor  and  much  clinical  and  epidemiological 
research  continues  to  elucidate  the  causation  of  these  20th  century  diseases. 

In  the  meantime,  certain  adverse  factors  stemming  from  20th  century  affluence 
are  well  established,  they  are  excess  weight,  lack  of  exercise  and  smoking,  while 
others  are  inborn,  such  as  blood  pressure,  amount  of  circulating  fat  in  the 
blood,  age,  sex,  stature  and  lung  capacity. 

Excess  weight  carries  with  it  the  risk  of  excess  mortality  from  a  variety  of 
diseases  ranging  from  heart  disease,  diabetes  and  peptic  ulcer  to  surgical 
operations  for  any  cause.  The  effect  is  noticeable  from  such  apparently 
innocent  beginnings  as  10  lbs  excess  (easily  concealed  under  a  lounge  suit  and 
not  very  obvious  in  a  bathing  costume.’ )  and  becomes  disastrous  at  50 %  excess. 

Lack  of  exercise  correlates  with  the  advance  of  the  motor  age  and  television 
has  aggravated  this.  It  can  and  often  does  reach  surprising  extremes,  compare 
modern  man  with  his  ancestors  several  hundred  years  ago.  He  may  be  on  his 

feet  dressing  for  ten  minutes,  lounge  at  ease  in  a  car  on  his  way  to  work,  sit 
in  a  chair  all  day,  lounge  at  ease  on  his  way  back,  and  spend  the  evening  at  ease 
watching  television,  eating  too  much  at  intervals.  -All  not  in  the  least 
calculated  to  expand  that  network  of  small  arteries,  the  coronary  arteries, 
supplying  his  heart  muscle.  Even  walking  a  few  miles  a  day  would  be  a 
great  help,  not  that  walking  alongside  modern  roads  is  entirely  free  from 
risk  and  it  is  certainly  not  free  from  unpleasantness  in  the  form  of  noise, 
fumes  and  dirt.  Efforts  by  local  authorities  in  recent  years  to  identify 
and  preserve  footpaths,  are  by  definition,  of  greater  value  to  health  than 
many  realise  and  will  certainly  come  more  and  more  to  be  recognised  as  such. 
Operation  Neptune  helps  for  those  near  enough.,  but  why  not  convert  disused 
railway  tracks  into  the  modern  equivalents  of  the  mediaeval  green  lanes  or 
drovers  tracks  which  used  to  traverse  the  countryside?.  Operation  George 
(  Beeching)  Stevenson! • 

Smoking  has  an  adverse  effect  on  mortality  from  numerous  diseases  and 
almost  doubles  the  death  rate  from  coronary  disease.  The  rate  being  already 
a  high  one,  smoking  probably  claims  more  lives  in  this  way  than  by  promoting 
lung  cancer. 

All  this  may  be  unpalatable  but  one  is  moved  by  hard  figures  to  say  it. 

The  fact  is  that  man  has  acquired  certain  bad  habits  because  he  likes 
them,  and  remedying  this  situation  is  bound  to  be  unattractive. 


There  follows  the  report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  the 
customary  details  and  statistics* 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


P  =  Primary  course 
R  =  Reinforcing  dose 
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AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 


SECTION  A 


The  Ambulance  is  provided  by  the  Dorset  County  Council.  Control  is  centralised  in 
Dorchester  and  the  Service  operates  from  local  centres  in  Wimborne  and  Femdown. 

A  new  ambulance  station  was  in  course  of  construction  in  Vimbome. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORY 


This  is  situated  at  Boscombe  and  provides  an  excellent  free  service  for  the 
bacteriological  examination  of  human  specimens,  food,  milk  and  water. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICES 


The  County  Council  provided  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  in  Vimbome,  i'erndown,  Colehill, 
Handley,  Verwood,  West  Moors,  Corfe  Mullen,  Hampreston  and  Holt.  A  new  Health 
Clinic  reached  an  advanced  stage  of  building  in  Wimborne. 

HOME  HELP  SERVICE 


A  local  organiser  for  the  Rural  District  and  Wimborne  Urban  District  attends  to  the 
detailed  administration  of  this  valuable  service  which  has  steadily  grown  since  its 
inception.  She  is  based  on  the  Perndown  Health  Clinic  and  may  be  telephoned  from 
9  a.m.  to  10  a.m.  from  Monday  to  Friday. 


SECTION  B 


PREVALENCE  OF’  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Measles  . .  273 

Pneumonia  .  1 

Dysentery  .  2 

Tuberculosis  .  6 

Erysipelas  .  1 

Whooping  Cough  . . .  11 

294 


TUBERCULOSIS 


At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  cases  in  the  Tuberculosis  Register  was  as 
f  ollows: 


PULMONARY 


NON -PULMONARY 


Males. . 
Females 


62 

54 


Males  . 
Females 


5 

5 
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SECTION  C 


STATISTICAL  TABLES . 1966 


CAUSES  CL'  DEATH  MALE 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory . • .  1 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  . . .  1 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  .  1 

8.  Measles .  1 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  .  1 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  .  9 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  .  19 


12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 


14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms .  22 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  . . •«•••••••••  2 

16.  Diabetes  . . 2 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system .  21 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  . 70 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . 1 

20.  Other  heart  disease  .  17 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease .  10 

22.  Influenza  . . 

23 .  Pneumonia  . 19 

24.  Bronchitis .  8 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  . .  1 

26.  Uicer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  .  2 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis . . 

29*  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . . 2 

31.  Congenital  malformations  .  3 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases . 10 

33  •  Motor  vehicle  accidents .  4 

34.  All  other  accidents  . 

35*  Suicide .  3 


FEMALE 


1 

7 

3 

5 

3 

18 

1 

1 

24 

48 

1 

19 

7 

1 

4 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1 

14 

1 

2 

2 


TOTAL 


230 


171 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
SUMMARY  OP  VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS 

Water  Supply . 

Drainage  . 

Stables  and  Piggeries  . 

Caravans  and  Moveable  Structures  . 

Factories  etc . . . . 

Refuse  Collection  . 

Refuse  Disposal . . . . . 

Rodent  Control . . . . . 

Miscellaneous  . 

Knackers  Yards  . 

Inspection  of  Houses  under  Public  Health  Acts . . 

Inspection  of  Houses  under  Housing  Acts  . 

Inquiries  into  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  . 

Visits  to  Slaughterhouses  . 

Butchers  Shops . . . 

Dairies . . . 

Canteens . . . . . 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers . . . 

Food  preparing  premises . . . 

Grocers . . 

Greengrocers . • . 

Confectioners . . 

Restaurants . . . . . 

Wholesalers . . . . . 

Licensed  Premises  . 

Bakehouses . . 


.  187 
.  761 
.  31 
.  341 
.  H9 
.  33 
,  237 
-3839 
.  38 
.  27 


37 


.  823 
.  3 
.  321 
.  97 
.  15 
.  5 
.  18 

.  53 

.  88 

.  15 


21 


38 

15 

8 

9 


The  service  of  Statutory  Notices  was  authorised  in  four  cases  -  all 
four  Notices  were  complied  with.  213  verbal  and  informal  requests  were  all 
met  without  the  necessity  of  further  action. 
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STAFF 


The  vacancy  arising  from  Hr.  Hall  taking  an  appointment  at  Chichester 
was  filled  in  February  by  Mr.  Benwell,  who  came  from  Cornwall.  Having  already 
had  experience  in  a  Rural  District,  he  was  able  to  assume  the  responsibilities  of 
Mr.  Hall’s  former  district. 

Mr.  Urry,  the  trainee  inspector,  was  unsuccesful  in  his  endeavours  to 
obtain  a  further  "0"  Level  qualification,  and  subsequently  decided  that  he  would 
prefer  to  transfer  his  energies  to  another  profession.  In  the  late  Autumn  this 
vacancy  was  filled  by  Mr.  Jeffrey  Wickens  of  Broadstone,  who  had  already  completed 
one  year  of  the  four  year  training  course,  with  Bristol  Corporation.  By  changing 
his  appointment  to  this  Council,  Mr.  Wickens  is  now  in  his  home  area,  but  will  be 
able  to  continue  his  theoretical  instruction  at  Bristol  Technical  College. 

Mr.  Heal  was  successful  in  obtaining  the  Certificate  in  Meat  Inspection 
of  the  Royal  Society  of  Health,  so  bringing  the  inspecting  staff  at  the  Ab  attoir 
up  to  full  strength. 


HOUSING- 


The  occasional  unfit  house,  not  included  in  our  earlier  surveys,  is 
still  coming  to  light,  although  now  more  infrequently.  I  referred  in  last  year’s 
report  to  the  disproportionate  costs  of  repairs  and  maintenance,  and  this  is 
resulting  in  houses  which  could  have  been  reconditioned  four  or  five  years  ago, 
being  allowed  to  run  down  to  the  point  of  no  return.  Poor  tenants  and 
uneconomic  rents  undoubtedly  influence  this  situation,  which  gradually  decreases 
the  pool  of  houses  available  for  letting,  and  increases  the  need  for  the  Local 
Authority  to  provide  replacements. 

The  "waiting  lists"  of  persons  requiring  housing  by  the  Council, 
continues  to  lengthen,  and  the  Housing  Department  took  possession  of  only  8  units 
of  accommodation  during  the  year.  There  were  a  considerable  number  of 
unfinished  contracts  at  the  year  end,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  19&7  will  show 
a  much  better  picture.  Nevertheless,  persons  living  in  unfit  houses  have  been 
assisted  in  re-housing  wherever  practicable. 

N0  further  applications  from  tenants  have  been  received  in  respect  of 
compulsory  improvement,  using  the  powers  contained  in  the  Housing  Act  of  19^4* 

The  cases  referred  to  in  last  year' s  report  have  been  completed, 
without  the  necessity  of  legal  action.  In  one  of  these  cases  the  Council  was 
compelled  to  go  through  all  the  formal  procedure  up  to  Notice  of  Appeal.  The 
Appeal  was  withdrawn  before  the  Hearing,  and  as  mentioned  above,  the  work  has 
been  completed. 

•Emphasis  still  continues  in  respect  of  Standard  Grants  rather  than 
Discretionary,  and  the  figures  for  the  year  indicate  that  this  is  the  ratio  of 
about  two  to  one. 


Since 
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Since  the  work  of  connecting  properties  in  Corfe  Mullen  has  commenced, 
there  have  been  enquiries  as  to  the  possibilities  of  modernising  some  of  the  older 
properties,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  will  continue.  The  number  of  properties 
involved  will  only  be  relatively  small* 

Serious  consideration  has  been  given  to  the  possibility  of  Improvement 
Areas,  as  in  Part  II  of  the  Housing  Act  of  1964,  but  there  are  no  such  areas  where 
numbers  of  occupied  properties  are  without  modern  amenities.  One  small  group  cf 
houses  did  seem  to  be  a  potential  Improvement  Area,  but  now  that  the  Owner  has 
completed  one  house  and  is  voluntarily  undertaking  improvement  of  another,  formal 
action  would  seem  unnecessary* 

The  re-settlement  of  some  of  the  inadequately  housed  families  in  West  Moors 
has  been  reasonably  successful,  and  the  Housing  Manager  states  that  very  few  problems 
of  a  minor  character  have  had  to  be  overcome.  One  young  couple  who  were  removed, 
with  two  children,  from  very  unsatisfactory  surroundings,  have  needed  both  persuasion 
and  argument  to  prevent  them  from  returning  to  surroundings  similar  to  their  original 
accommodation.  At  the  end  of  the  year  however,  it  looked  as  though  this  effort  was 
doomed  to  failure. 

Some  of  the  worst  cases  are  still  outstanding,  but  it  may  well  be  that  the 
completion  of  the  houses  referred  to  earlier  will  enable  some  positive  action  to  be 
taken. 


HOUSING  ACTS  1957  -  64 

1.  The  number  of  houses  which  on  inspection  were  considered  to 

be  not  in  all  respects  fit  for  human  habitation . . . 74 

2.  The  number  of  houses  the  defects  in  which  were  remedied  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
Officers . . . . .  47 

3*  The  number  of  representations  made  to  the  Local  Authority  with 

a  view  to  (a)  the  serving  of  notices  requiring  the  execution  of 
works,  or  (b)  the  making  of  demolition  or  closing  orders . .  10 

4.  The  number  of  notices  served  requiring  the  execution  of  works . 29 

5.  The  number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 

notices  . . . .  7 

6.  The  number  of  demolition  orders  made . 4 


7*  The  number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  an  undertaking  was  accepted 

under  subsections  (3)  and  (4)  of  Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act  1937..  4 

8.  The  number  of  houses  demolished  . . . . 13 


The 


14 


The  Public  Health  Officers  Regulations  1959,  Section  15  (4) 

1.  The  number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  (at  31*12.66)  . Nil 

2.  The  number  of  families  therein . . . Nil 

3.  The  number  of  persons  involved . Nil 

4.  The  number  of  new  cases  reported  (in  1966)  . Nil 

3*  The  number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year.  Nil 

6.  The  number  of  persons  involved . Nil 

7.  The  number  of  return  cases  of  overcrowding . . . Nil 


Discretionary  Grants 

Twelve  applications  for  discretionary  grants  were  received  involving  17' 
units  of  accommodation.  The  total  expenditure  was  £5 >605  averaging  £329  per 
house,  as  compared  with  £295  per  house  in  1964,  and  £30l  in  1966. 

Standard  Grants 


The  following  table  gives  details,  together  with  those  for  previous  yesjj 


No. 

Owner 

Wash-hand 

Hot  Water 

Pood 

Tear  Approved  Occupied 

Tenanted 

Baths  Basins 

Supply 

W.C.’  s 

Storage 

1963  38 

22 

16 

31  33 

34 

34 

31 

1964  42 

23 

19 

35  37 

4D 

41 

32 

1965  40 

18 

22 

35  38 

40 

35 

35 

1966  .  32 

18 

14 

28  30 

11 

28 

24  . 

Total  of  grants  approved  (1966) 

-  £6,098 

Action  taken  under  Housing  Acts  since  1955 

j 

Houses 

Houses 

Houses 

Discretionary 

Standard 

Year  Demolished 

Closed 

Repaired 

G-rants 

Grants 

1955 

— 

2 

9 

70 

— 

1956 

9 

13 

49 

111 

- 

1957 

12 

— 

40 

73 

1958 

12 

1 

117 

67 

1959 

2 

- 

28 

50 

29 

I960 

10 

1 

15 

61 

50 

1961 

26 

3 

40 

37 

64 

1962 

17 

— 

103 

57 

35 

1963 

35 

_ 

65 

20 

38 

196tv 

18 

1 

76 

36 

4?  | 

1965 

18 

1 

80 

18 

40 

1966 

13 

- 

36 

12 

32 

TOTALS 

172 

22 

£58* 

612 

33.Q, 

15 


CAMVAN J5ITES  -  MOVEABLE^  DIELLING-S . 

The  trend  towards  providing  residential  vans  with  all  services, 
including  drainage,  has  continued  during  the  year,  and  the  numbers  of  vans  so 
equipped  continues  to  increase.  The  cost  of  some  of  these  structures,  and 
also  the  shape  and  size,  particularly  those  of  the  "cottage"  type,  rather  strains 
the  credibility  of  those  who  would  still  classify  them  as  "moveable  dwellings". 

One  owner  of  an  unauthorised  site  was  fined  by  the  local  Bench  for  not 
being  in  possession  of  a  Site  Licence. 

„  Planning  consent  having  been  refused,  an  appeal  has  been  made  claiming 

existing  use"  rights.  A  recent  opinion  by  Counsel  to  the  R.D.C.A.  expressed 
the  view  that  "existing  use"  rights  did  not  entitle  the  holder  to  a  Site  Licence, 
and  to  obtain  a  Licence,  planning  consent  must  have  been  given,  so  as  to  comply 
with  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  i960. 

For  some  months  up  to  the  middle  of  May,  a  small  colony  of  "travellers" 
were  in  residence  on  a  local  common.  The  numbers  were  increased  in  the  late 
Spring  by  vans  occupied  by  complete  strangers.  The  surroundings  of  the 
original  vans  were  becoming  an  eyesore,  and  an  untidy  scrap  metal  and  car 
breaking  area  the  subject  of  adverse  comment  from  numbers  of  persons  passing 
through  the  area.  The  deteriorating  conditions  brought  things  to  a  head,  in  that 
a  number  of  men  and  tractors  were  mobilised  and  the  area  cleared.  Further 
measures  of  ploughing  the  edges  of  open  land  and  deepening  and  banking  the 
ditches  were  carried  out,  so  as  to  obstruct  the  possible  return  of  any  of  those 
evicted;  one  family  did  so  a  few  weeks  later,  but  were  quickly  moved  off  the 
site  where  they  were  parked. 

The  Council  gave  some  thought  to  this  thorny  question,  and  a  sub¬ 
committee  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  considered  some  twenty  odd  potential 
sites,  narrowing  the  choice  down  to  a  short  list  of  about  six,  all  of  which  they 
inspected.  A  final  choice  was  approved  by  the  Committee  and  has  been 
outlined  to  the  County  Council  as  a  possible  site  where  a  limited  number  of 
caravans  might  be  sited.  A  small  compound  of  this  nature  is  clearly  necessary 
so  as  to  enable  the  families  to  become  less  transitory.  This  in  turn  will 
enable  efforts  to  be  made  to  educate  the  children  of  these  families,  and  to 
begin  to  prepare  them  for  a  settled  life  in  a  permanent  habitation. 

One  licenced  site  has  latterly  made  very  little  progress  towards  fully 
complying  with  the  Council’s  conditions  for  residential  sites,  and  a  report  was 
submitted  to  the  Council  in  July.  The  Council  agreed  to  give  the  owners  until 
the  end  o  the  year  to  complete  the  necessary  works,  but  at  the  end  of  December 
only  a  few  minor  sources  of  complaint  had  been  rectified. 


ANIMAL  BOARDING-  _ ESTABLISHMENTS^ ACT  1963 


The  registration  of  four  premises  were  received  during  the  year. 


FOOD  AND  DRUG-S  ACT^  1955 


Routine  visits  to  all  premises  which  arc  affected  by  this  Act  were  continued. 

The  general  standard  continues  to  be  very  satisfactory,  and  very  little  action, 
either  formal  or  informal,  has  been  necessary  by  your  inspectors. 

In  April  and  May  occasional  reports  of  the  appearance  of  staphylococcus 
aureus  in  samples  of  meat  products  were  received.  Although  the  District 
Inspectors  undertook  lengthy  investigation  and  sampling,  no  success  in  tracing  the 
course  of  this  organism  was  recorded.  Within  a  week  or  so  it  disappeared  and 
has  not  been  recorded  in  subsequent  examinations.  The  field  work  undertaken  did 
give  your  inspectors  the  opportunity  to  emphasise  the  necessity  to  food  handlers 
of  hand  washing,  and  sterilising  of  equipment.  In  the  latter  case,  although 
spotlessly  clean  and  kept  so  by  using  proprietary  liquids  or  powders,  the 
necessity  for  sterilising  as  well  was  sometimes  found  to  be  lorgotten. 


The/ 
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The  moist  and  humid  weather  in  late  July  and  August  produced  a  few  complaints 
of  mould  growth  and  mildew.  These  were  all  of  a  minor  character  and  investi¬ 
gations  indicated  that  handling  and  retailing  hy  the  shops  concerned  did  not 
give  rise  to  complaint.  Considerable  effort  was  required  in  September  to  ensure 
the  return  of  supplies  of  a  widely  advertised  brand  of  ''minced  beef  in  gravy". 

A  can  sent  in  by  a  local  resident  was  sent  to  the  Public  Analyst,  whose  comment 
was  that  the  contents  had  a  putrescent  odour  due  probably  to  some  unsound  meat 
having  been  mixed  with  sound  meat  before  canning. 

Subsequently  it  was  discovered  that  similar  complaints  had  been  received 
in  Southampton  and  the  wholesalers  and  distributors  had  endeavoured  to  secure 
the  withdrawal  of  the  particular  consignment. 

Clearly  some  had  escaped  this  operation,  and  a  careful  search  by  your 
Officers  produced  a  further  40  cans  . 

Enquiries  were  made  of  the  Chi  .f  Public  Health  Inspectors  of  the  areas 
in  which  the  product  was  canned,  and  the  area  from  which  the  Company  was  trading. 
The  investigation  of  the  canning  operations  disclosed  that  the  product  was  made 
mainly  from  frozen  imported  beef,  a  portion  of  which  may  have  been  affected 
with  "bone  taint".  This  had  evidently  escaped  the  Company's  chocking  system,  and 
this  was  to  be  improved. 

It  was  ascertained  that  Southampton  Corporation  did  not  intend  taking  legal 
proceedings,  and  the  (buncil  decided  that  a  warning  letter  be  sent  to  the  Firms 
concerned. 


POULTRY  INSPECTION 

There  are  three  premises  in  the  district  which  are  used  for  killing  and 
plucking  only  .  Visits  are  madd  at  about  fortnightly  intervals  -  the  total 
number  of  birds  processed  being  approximately  27,000  yearly. 

The  process  involves  mainly  hens,  broilers  and  capons,  and  a  small  number 
of  ducks.  Rejects  amount  to  about  2%  of  the  total  -  1,656  lbs.  were  dealt  with 
as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

The  establishments  concerned  are  only  comparatively  small  and  do  not  kill 
on  every  working  day.  Their  equipment  is  simple  and  it  is  easy  to  clean  and 

maintain.  Buildings  themselves  a-v'°  adequate  and  they  arc  cleaned  at  the  end  or 

each  day.  Inspection  is  related  t  o  post  mortem  examinations,  after  plucking  the 

carcases. 


MILK  AT®  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS  1959. 


The  promises  used  for  pasteurising  milk,  at  Ferndown,  have  still  not  been 
improved. 


They  are  obviously  far  too  small  for  the  amount  of  milk  being  handled, 
but  so  far  as  this  Authority  is  concerned,  structurally,  they  managed  to  comply 
with  legal  requirements. 


CONDEMNED. FOOD 
Fruit  and  vegetables 

Canned  meat . 

Misc.  Frozen  Food. . . 
Misc.  Tinned  Food... 


4,809  lbs 
26  lbs 
300  lbs 
8  lbs 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 

Although  last  year's  figures  were  the  highest  achieved  since  the 
premises  were  opened,  19 66  showed  a  further  increa®  of  approximately  1 3$. 

The  establishment  of  four  whole  time  inspectors  has  been  able  to  cope 
with  the  requirements  of  the  increased  output  without  the  necessity  of  working 
long  hours  of  overtime.  Fortunately,  only  very  rarely  has  it  been  necessary  to 
supplement  the  Inspectors  by  assistance  from  one  or  other  of  the  District 
Inspctors. 

The  extension  of  the  covered  lairage  was  complete! in  November,  and  in  the 
light  of  weather  conditions  in  that  month,  proved  to  be  a  great  asset.  All 
cattle  are  now  able  to  be  properly  penned  in  dry  and  sheltered  surroundings, 
and  it  is  possible,  given  sufficient  labour,  for  the  pens  to  be  regularly 
washed  down,  in  addition  to  the  normal  cleaning  and  bedding. 

The  depressing  spectacle  of  cattle  standing  up  to  their  knees  in  mud 
and  pouring  rain,  at  the  entrance  to  the  site,  is  no  longer  necessary,  and  the 
fields  will  be  left  to  recover  from  the  wear  and  tear  they  have  received. 


Last  year's  report  referred  to  pressure  on  the  space  available  at  the 
"sales"  end  of  the  abattoir,  and  the  amount  of  cutting  and  trimming  that  has  to 
be  undertaken,  particularly  in  relation  to  expert  requirements.  If  this 
situation  is  to  continue,  then  mu  oh  more  space  must  be  made  available  for 
these  export  orders  to  be  dealt  with.  A  preliminary  discussion  was  arranged 
and  should  take  place  early  in  the  new  year,  in  order  to  review  what  will  be 
required  in  this  direction.  The  whole  of  the  process  right  along  the  line 
has  become  badly  congested,  and  cramped,  so  that  almost  a  complete  re¬ 
construction  is  necessary  to  provide  the  standards  of  hygiene  and  cleanliness 
that  are  expected  in  a  food  factory. 
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Number  killed. 


CARCASES  ,  INSPECTED. 

’  Cattle*  *  Sheep 

fxcluiinfi  Cows>  Calves.  pd 

.... — .  —  - — ■*  —  ■  -  ■  Lambs. 

12858  6440  2067  69503  " 


Horses , 

32772  Nil 


Number  inspected, .  12858  6440  2067  69503  32772  Nil 


All  diseases 
except 

*  ILt  »  <» 

tuberculous  is_ 
cystercerci. 

irVi.  1  »  ,.*-*_*  > 


and 


'tfhole  carcass 

condemned .  2.  51  30  137  286  Nil 


Carcass  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 

was  condemned .  6109  4837  15  5509  4050  Nil 


Tuberculosis  only 

*.  j».  •  c^.  ,  r:  »  «  «  *■  ■*  * 


Whole  carcass 

condemned . .  -  1 


21  Nil 


Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned . 


Total  weight  of  meat  condemned  -  all  causes  - 


251  Nil 

301,879  lbs 


C.  B0VIS 

Bu  *  iJ-  -  *  *-  •  tua 


fca»:  *r»-  .«  «  rr  .  * 

•  r-»  .  * — 9  «  *  =« 

Cows__and  Bulls 

i  t  >  1  c  *- 

u  :J  «  a  T=*—  »  *'  »  •  -*» 

Steers 

C *  »•  "  '•  ->»  - 

and^Heifers^ 

Total 

.  ali 

Viable, 

Calc. 

Total. 

Viable . 

Caljs. 

Total _ 

Cattle. 

J  anuary . . 

1 

2 

3 

5 

4 

9 

12 

Februar/ . 

1 

- 

1 

3 

2 

5 

6 

March . 

— 

m m 

1 

2 

3 

3 

April . 

1 

2 

3 

1  ix 

3 

4  lx 

7  l3 

May . 

- 

— 

4 

3 

7 

7 

June . 

- 

2 

1 

4 

5 

7 

Julv . 

— 

— 

6 

4 

10 

10 

August . . . 

2 

2 

5 

4 

9 

11 

September, 

.  1 

2 

3 

3 

6 

9 

1 2 

October. . 

2 

2 

6 

7 

15 

15 

November 

1 

3 

4 

4 

11 

15 

19 

©bcember. 

.  1 

2 

3 

3 

7 

10 

« 

I 


X 


Generalised  case 
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J'OOD  OTWENE  (GENEML^  REGULATIONS^ I960 
ANALYSIS~OF  PBBMISjfe  T0#  WHECiTthB  RBGULATIONS  APPLY  . 


r- 


Regulatio  ns  1 6. 


Regulation  If)  _. 


Total. 


[Applicable*  Comply.  j|  Applicable .  !  Comply.  ‘ 


Grocers . . . . 

i 

Licensed  Premises . ' 

I 

Confe  ctioners . . . ; 

I 

t 

Food  Preparation  Premises. . • | 

j 

D 

Butchers . ......  5 

* 

il 

Bakers . : 

i 

it 

Restaurants  and  Cafes . : 

ji 

Greengrocers . I 

* 

Fishmongers* . . . . . . ■ 

'  * 

Fish  and  Chip  Shops .........  j 

1 

•4 

Dairies . ; 

Wholesalers . .  J 

i 

i 

r 

5 


118 

kK 

32 

10 

16 

4 

17 

25 

6 

3 

1 

2 


278 


S  118 
44 
32 
10 
16 
4 
17 
25 
6 

3 
1 
2 


!  278 


"h 


T  l 


89 

44 

19 

10 

16 

4 

17 

19 

6 

3 

1 

1 


229 


89 

44 

19 

10 

16 

4 

17 

19 

6 

3 

1 

1 


229 


116 

44 

32 

10 

16 

4 

17 

25 

6 

3 

1 

1 


278 


OFFICES^  SHOPSjfc  RAILWAY  PREMISES^  ACT  1963 

Both  the  District  Inspectors  have  continued  to  devote  a  fair  amount  of 
time  to  dealing  with  the  requirements  of  this  legislation. 

The  vacant  appointment  was  not  filled  until  February,  and  it  natural,  y 
took  some  time  for  Mr.  Benwell  to  become  acquainted  with  his  District.  The 
number  of  re-inspections  for  this  year  is  therefore  affected  to  tnis  extent. 

The  Building  Regulations  of  1965  which  operated  as  from  February ,  have 
enabled  action  in  connection  with  the  siting  of  sanitary  accommodation  for  office 
and  similar  buildings,  to  be  taken  at  an  early  stage.  Plans  are  checked  by  the 
Department  and  joint  action  taken  with  the  Surveyor’s  staff  to  secure  compliance, 
where  necessary.  This  is  a  much  better  arrangement,  and  helps  to  strengthen 
the  action  which  previously  could  only  be  done  informally  at  this  stage. 

The  problem  of  what  type  of  occupant  will  eventually  occupy  shop 
premises  being  built  remains  with  us,  and  it  is  necessary  for  the  District 
Inspectors  to  keep  themselves  abreast  of  any  developments  in  this  direction. 

In  particular,  where  retail  food  premises  are  concerned,  ic  is  essential  to  a 
early  action  to  secure  the  provision  of  adequate  storage  accommodation  and  adeaua 
facilities  for  washing  and  sterilising  equipment. 

One  accident,  of  a  minor  character,  was  reported  and  investigated 
during  the  year. 
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• 

Table  { 

Offices. 

1. 

1 

f 

. 

67. 

56 

A  '■  i 

Retail  Shops.  ■ 

s  ; 

15. 

Ill 

'  j  • 

94 

•  J 

I 

REGISTRATIONS  AND 

Wholesale  Shops,  ^ 

* 

i 

6 

6 

GENERAL  INSPECTIONS,  j 

Warehouses. 

j 

4 

. 

t 

< 

Catering  establishments 

n 

I 

4 

23 

1 

23 

open  to  the  public,’ 

J. 

i 

t 

3 

Canteens \ 

* 

i 

i  . 

t 

i 

! 

• 

J 

» 

i 

\ 

4 

8 

!i 

Fuel  Storage  Depots J 

u 

l 

__  _ _ _  _  ^  ^  .....  | w 

-=t-j  .  • 

k 

tr 

■ 

» 

- .  «  JL — 

1 

1 

1 

1 

<| 

- 

(1) 

Class  of  premises. 


(2) 

Number  of 
premises 
registered 
during  the 
year. 


i 

i 

1 

ij 

ii 

4 


(3) 

»  • 

Total 
number  of 
registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year. 


1 


(4) 

Number  of 

registered 

premises 

receiving  a 

general 

inspection 

during  year. 


TABLE  B  -  NUMBER  OF  VISITS  OF  ALL  KINDS  BY  INSPECTORS  TO 

REGISTERED  PREMISES. 


372 


TABLE 

C, 

ANALYSIS  OF 
PERSONS  EMPLOYED 
IN  REGISTERED 
PREMISES  BY 
WORKPLACE. 


Class  of  workplace 

Tf . 


Offices, 

Retail  shops. 

Wholesale  Departments., 
Warehouses . 

Catering  establishments 
open  to  the  public. 

Canteens. 

Fuel  storage  depots. 


Total. 


Total  males. 


I 


Number  of  persons 
^emp^loyed.^ 

(2) 


196 

330 

41 


121 

25 

1 


714 

315 

399 


Total  females 
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Prescibed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of_ the  Factories  Act,  1&61 

PART  1  OF  THE  ACT. 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises. 


(i) 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2)' 


Number  of 


Inspections 

■"'(3) . 


Written 

Notices 

"or 


Occupiers 

prosecute'., 

(5) . 


(i)  Factories  in  which 
Section  1,2, 3, 4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities. 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Sect. 7 
is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority. 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Sect.  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority. 

(Excluding  out-workers1 
premises) 


8 


98 


111 


Total.  104  119  5 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  (if  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on 
two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three 
or  more  "  cases” ). 

Number  of  cases_ in  which^ defects  Number  of_  cases  in 

Particulars.  ”wer^ fotmdr.—  which  prosecutions 

were(  instituted. 

Found^  Remedied  .  To  H.M.  By _  Ii .  M .  __ 

Inspector.  Inspector. 

(1)  (2)  (3)  (4)' .  "(5) . .  (6) 

Want  of  cleanliness 

(s.l)...  .  3  2  1 

Overcrowding  (S.2)....- 
Unreasonable  temperature 

(5.3)  . . 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(5.4)  . .  8  8  7 

Inaffective  drainage  of 

floors  (6) . .  -  - 

Sanitary  conveniences 
(S7) 

la)  insufficient  . 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective. 

6  6  -  4 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes . . .  - 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  Out¬ 
work)  .  _ 


TOTALS  .  11,428  33,427  11, 119 
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1 STATER  SAMPLES  -  PRIVATE  SUPPLIES 


14RISH 

\m  n  . 


Borfe  Mullen. ....... 

Cranboime . . 

Horton. . . 

Eturminster  Marshall 
west  Moors . . . 


PUBLIC  SUPPLIES. 
fi&ISH  ' 


Class  1 . 2« »  4« 


2 

7  1 

1 

1  1 


2 

2 

1 

3 


Class  1.  _  _ 2 . 


fcolehill . 3 

fcorfe  Mullen . 45 

jfcranborne  .  1 

lEdmondsham .  1 

bus sage  All  Saints . . 1 

tiampreston . 39 

feolt . 1 

IPentridge . 2 

jfehapwick . 2 

jEixpenny  Handley . . . 1 

pturminster  Marshall . 1 

iferwood. . . 3 

Mitchampton . - . 1 

pest  Moors. . . .  * . 44 


2 


1 


Totals . 

4 

10 

l 

3 

3 


Totals. 

3 

47 

1 

1 

1 

39 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

45 


tonerally  the  water  supply  in  the  area,  as  provided  by  the  two  Undertakings,  is 
(satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity.  Both  have  their  own  laooratories  where  the 
[raw  water  is  frequently  and  regularly  examined. 

[The  Public  Health  Inspectors  have  regularly  examined  the  supplies,  particularly  in  the 
[areas  where  underground  works  are  in  progress. 

[Neither  source  produces  a  soft  water  and  no  action  has  been  required  in  connection 
[with  plumbo-solvency. 


[drainage  and  sewerage  . 

The  number  of  complaints  in  connection  with  drainage  continued  to  diminish, 

I  although  weather  conditions  during  the  year  were  far  j.rom  ideal. 

Two  exceptionally  heavy  periods  of  rainfall  in  February  and  in  November  caused 
the  usual  crop  of  troubles  in  relation  to  cesspool  drainage,  and  complaints  tnac  pios 
emptied  during  the  period  had  not  been  properly  cleared.  These  present  a  clear 
illustration  of  how  quickly  such  drainage  systems  are  susceptible  to  weather  conditions 


The  difficulties  so  experienced  were  obviously  widespread,  as  the . Contractors  who 
are  employed  by  us  from  time  to  time  were  only  able  to  give  a  very  limited  amount  ox 

assistance  at  the  time. 

Progress  with  connections  to  sewers  continued  in  West  Moors,  and  apart  from  the 
*.n„n  area  between  Moorlands  and  OaHiurst  Road,  the  connections  of  house  properties 

were  completed  in  the  summer. 

A  preliminary  investigation  into  the  Council's  drainage  proposals  for  Vei wood  and 
Three  Legged  Cross  was  held  in  May,  and  in  July  the  proposals  were  approved  in 
principle . 


Although  the  weather  through  the  year  was  not  as  summer-life as^one  would  have 
wished,  the  number  of  complaints  received  as  to  drainage  trou  es  w~s  ~nrmpp-H  on 

past.  It  will  be  observed  that  in  fact  the  number  of  visits  ma  e  in  1S  P 

is  on  the  high  side,  but  well  over  half  of  them  were  made  in  connection  with  Stage  2 
of  the  Corfe  Mullen  sewerage  scheme,  to  which  reference  is  made  below. 


In  the  Autumn  the  application  to  accept  the  lowest  tender  of  stage  2. 
of  Corfe  Mullen  sewerage  scheme  was  refused  by  Whitehall.  This  negative  deci?^ 
would  have  been  a  major  set  back  in  the  Council's  plans  to  provide  main  drainage 
in  the  villages  where  it  is  urgently  required. 

In  an  effort  to  reverse  the  decision  all  possible  sources  of  support 
were  mobilised  and  an  extensive  re— survey  of  the  area  a.fected  carried  ouo  by 
the  Public  Health  Department.  Officers  of  the  County  Council  used  every 
endeavour  to  assist  us  and  with  considerable  relief  it  was  learned  that  the 
scheme  would  proceed.  This  was  quickly  followed  by  agreement  to  Stage  3 
which  to  all  intents  and  purposes  will  complete  the  sewering  of  Corfe  Mullen. 

The  capital  expenditure  on  these  drainage  schemes  had  passed  the 
iq 4-  million  mark  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  the  number  of  properties  connected  was 

over  6,000 


REFUSE^  COLLECTION  -  CLEANSING- 

The  steady  increase  in  the  numbers  of  houses  occupied  has  continued 
at  a  slightly  slower  rate  than  in  1963.  Taking  the  figure  of  600  additional 
properties  and  assuming  that  each  one  has  only  one  small  bin  to  be^clearcd, 
then  this  increase  represents  approximately  30  extra  cubic  yards  Oj.  refuse  o  c 
removed  weekly  or  about  half  a  da  "  extra  for  four  men.  In  earlier  reports 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  use  of  larger  vehicles  in  an  endeavour  to. 
utilise  our  labour  to  the  fullest  extent  but  this  has  now  nearly  reached  its 

maximum. 


In  ogder  to  obtain  an  assessment  of  the  situation  the  Council  agreed  to 
an  examination  of  the  scheme  by  members  of  the  Department.  The  proposal  was 
explained  to  the  men  concerned  who  were  rather  uneasy  at  first.  After  further 
discussion  they  agreed  to  co-operate  in  this  exercise. 

This  consideration  and  discussion  took  rather  a  long  time  and  as  a  result 
it  was  not  possible  to  start  any  field  work  by  the  end  of  the  year. 


The  labour  situation  has  been  much  easier  than  in  1965  and  no  problems 
have  arisen  in  recruiting  the  necessary  men.  In  the  event,  labour  turnover 
was  very  small  and  few  replacements  were,  in  fact,  needed. 


From  late  Spring  onwards  it  was  possible  to  reduce  our  requirements  for 
hired  vehicles  to  assist  in  dealing  with  cesspool  clearance. 

This  situation  continued  until  late  in  the  year,  when  two  speels  of^ 
heavy  rainfall  increased  the  demand  for  emptying  considerably.  Requests  i or 
periodic  clearances  on  a  contract  basis  continued  to  be  received,  and  at  the  cn-^ 
of  the  year  there  were  over  200  such  contracts  accepted.  It  is  worth  mentioning 
that  of  these,  about  1(#>  relate  to  Corfe  Mullen,  so  that. when  the  whole  of  this 
village  is  on  main  drainage,  it  will  make  only  a  small  difference  to  our  contrac. 

work. 


The  purchase  of  a  vehicle  with  a  larger  capacity  tank  during. the  year 
has  proved  of  service  to  both  Ghuncil  and  ratepayer,  in  that  fewer  journeys  arc 
needed  to  empty  the  large  capacity  cesspools.  Now  that  Building  Regulations 
require  a  cesspool  of  4,000  gallons  capacity,  a  five  load  job  needs  on  y  our 
journoys  by  the  larger  vehicle. 

Several  experiments  were  undertaken  at  Palmers  Ford  sewage  works,  in  an 
endeavour  to  arrive  at  the  most  convenient  and  quickest  way. of  dealing  with  the 

contents  of  these  vehicles.  <  .•  .. 

Of  the  methods  tried,  none  was  very  satisfactory,  and  it  is  understood  tna 
Surveyor  will  bo  asking  for  further  expenditure  to  be  authorised  so  as  to  over- 
come  the  problems  that  have  been  experienced.  In  the  meantime,  it  is  propose 
to  retain  the  site  at  Redmans  Hill  for  occasional  use  and  as  a  standby  in  cas 
it  becomes  necessary  to  divert  the  vehicles  temporarily  from  Palmers  -ord. 


RODENT  CONTROL 


Our  Rodent  Operator  continued  with  his  efforts  to  deal  with  infestations 
of  various  types  of  rodents.  During  the  Autumn  there  appears  to  have  been  a 
considerable  movement  of  rats,  at  least  along  the  South  Coast.  This  gave  rise  to 
many  complaints  by  householders  who  were  inflicted  by  the  arrival  of  these  un¬ 
welcome  pests,  and  it  became  quite  impossible  for  one  man  to  deal  with  the  demands 
for  action. 


Other  members  of  the  Department  h^.vrv  given  what  time  they  could  spare 
in  an  endeavour  to  reduce  the  delays  that  have  arisen,  but  it  is  clear  that  some  more 
permanent  form  of  assistance  will  be  necessary  in  future. 

Pressure  was  exerted  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  fisheries  and  Food 
to  obtain  a  test  baiting  programme  of  sewer  manholes.  In  order  to  try  to  minimise 
the  interruption  in  the  Rodent  Operator’s  day  to  day  work  the  Council  authorised  the 
use  of  Messrs.  Rentokil  Ltd.,  to  undertake  the  original  test  baiting. 
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RODENT  ..CONTROL 

type""  of  property 

■  if  ■  m  i  .a  i*-  *  ».  _«  »-*i4  *  •  •  jm 

Non  -  cultural. 


a) 

Local 

Authority. 


(2)  (3)  (4)  (5) 

Dwelling  houses  All  other  Total  of  Agri- 
(inc.  C.  Houses)  (including  Cols,  (l)  culture 

_  business  (2.)  &  (j$J) 

premise si 


1.  Number  of  properties 
in  Local  Authority’s 


District . 

32 

11,429 

567 

12,  028 

324 

11.  Total  number  of 

properties  inspected  as 

J  *  ■  *--*  »  -  K-.  t  -  *  *  J  gj.  «  -~f  —  —  — 

a  result  of  notification. 

2 

498 

107 

607 

258 

Number  of  such 
properties  foudd  to  be 
infested  by:- 
Common  rat:  Major . 

46 

11 

57 

15 

Minor. .... 

2 

337 

57 

396 

235 

House  mouse: Major. ..... 

— 

4 

2 

6 

4 

Minor. ..... 

2 

35 

34 

71 

28 

111. 


Total  number  of 
properties  inspected  in  the 

»-r  *  -»•  »  >  r.  j-:*  t  .  -•/  -i.  w.i 

course  of  survey  under  the 

Act . V.7. .  7  “ 

7 

87 

Number  of  such  properties 
found  to  be  infested  by:- 
Common  rat:- . Major.... 

Minor .... 

- 

CM 

House  mouse .Major ... . 

- 

- 

Minor. .... 

_ 

20 

93  187  4 

1  24  3 

9  29  - 


IV.  Total  number  of 
properties,  inspected^  other¬ 
wise 

(e.G.  when  visited  primarily 

for  some  other  purpose)....  -  38 

Number  of  such  properties  found 
to  be  infested  by:- 

Comrnon  rat:- . Major 

Minor  -  31 

House  mouse:-....  Major 

Minor  -  4 


14  52  3 

6  37  - 

2  6- 


V.  Total  inspections 
carried  out  including 

re-inspections .  54  2,978  843  3,875  354 


VI.  Number  of  infested 
properties  (in  Sects. 11, 

111  and  IV)  treated  by 

the  Local  Authority .  4 


235 


500 


122 


626 


J 


♦ 


( 


